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Letter from a Non-Serving Elder 

One of the strongest lessons I learned from my father was the importance of tolerance: it kept the wheels of civilization on the move, and made life for everyone more pleasant and "liveable". It was a lesson I tried to carry over into my own life, and by extension into the lives of my pupils. But the corollary is that tolerance must never imply automatic approval - a point made quite forcibly many years ago by Bernard Crick, when he said that tolerance is merely to accept the expression of an idea. But it does seem these days that fanatics of whatever stripe insist that tolerance is not enough: we must - must - approve of their ideas, no matter how outlandish or objectionable. In effect we are not "tolerant" if we fail to approve. 

But tolerance must surely be a two-way street. In the name of tolerance we are ordered for example to approve of plans for gay marriage; we are told that to express our faith openly is an affront to others; we are forbidden to refuse to act in ways which may go against our consciences. It is good news that the BA employee who was sacked for wearing a cross has won her case; not to good for the other three whose cases were dismissed on the grounds that "they could always choose another job". There seems to be no sympathy for the idea that some people of deep religious faith - more specifically Christian, for such action against for example Muslims would not be "sensible" - have a right to their (our!) beliefs, and a right to live by them and to put them into daily action. 

We have only to look at some recent cases to see where this might lead: we might first ask whether the laws passed in the last few years to demand tolerance have actually been effective. For an answer, might I suggest that we ask that BA employee disciplined for wearing a cross to work; the lorry driver sacked for displaying a cross in his cab; the registrar in Islington sacked for refusing to officiate at same-sex "weddings", the members of the Christian Union at Exeter University who were banned from Student Union facilities; the couple taken to court for refusing accommodation to a gay couple; the doctors pilloried for refusing to undertake abortions; the nurse disciplined for offering to pray for one of her patients. From all these people, the answer might well be a very dusty one! And in fact the law seems to have been instrumental in making us less, rather than more, tolerant. 

Surely we must all be prepared to listen to others to meet them half-way, to discuss and debate with them. And they with us. Perhaps we should become much more assertive in professing our faith; then we might be accorded rather more respect! 

Geoff Birch 

Services for February 2013 

Sunday 3rd February 10.30am 

Marion Bayley 

Renewal of Promises Parade Service 

Sunday 10th February lO.30am 

Penny Adams 

Sunday 17th February lO.30am 

Rev. Ian Gow - Holy Communion 

Sunday 24th February 10.30am 
Rev. Edward Young. 

Message from the Treasurer 

If you pay Income Tax this church is able to reclaim this on any gift/donation made to the church. There are Gift Aid envelopes at the back of the church or if you prefer to make a regular contribution it is just a matter of completing a declaration form available from Peter Roberts, our Treasurer. Thank you for helping us in this way. 

*Donations to the communion fund may be made in the box at the back of the church. Communion takes place on the third Sunday morning. 

Duty Elder 

February 
3rd 

10t
Ann Jean 

17thPhilip 24th Penny 

Flowers February 

3rd Christine McFarlane 10th Elizabeth Whorlow 

Pause for Thought 

February 
3rd Parade 

10th Essie 

17th Philip 24th Penny 

Patricia Diana Rose 

17th Peter L. 24th Philip 

Elders Meetings 5th February 

5th March 

Church Meetings 

"Geoff's Quotes" 

Progress is impossible without change; and those who cannot change their minds cannot change anything. George Bernard Shaw 

Activities of the Church 

Every Monday 

Every Monday evening 

2nd Tuesday of the month 

Every Wednesday Morning 

Every Thursday 

Craft Afternoon 

Every Friday 

4th Friday each Month 

1st Saturday each Month 



10am to 11.00am in the hall. Gentle exercises for the over 50s. Numbers limited, names required. 

2.00pm - 4.00pm Cream Teas, tea and biscuits, toasted teacakes and a chat with friends every Monday afternoon in the back of the church. 

from 7.30pm onwards Badminton Club meets in the Church Hall. 

Tea Dance at the Church Hall - the 

next dance is on 12th February at 

2.15pm - 4.15pm. Do come along and enjoy yourself. You do not have to have a partner, you do not have to dance, just come and enjoy the music, the company and the tea. All Welcome. 

"Meeting Place" 10am at 8t. John Fisher. Open for coffees and lunches. This is a United Churches event. 


10.00am to 11.00am in the Hall. Gentle 

exercises for the over 50s. 

The Craft and Friendship Group of ladies takes place 'on the third Thursday of each month at Mavis' house - next meeting Thursday 21st February at 2.00pm 

10am-12.30pm Coffee Bar in the Ruxley Room. 

Craft Group held at Geddes Place - next meetings are Friday 22nd February 7.30pm​9.30pm. A warm welcome awaits you. 

10.00am Coffee and cakes sale in the Church Hall. Next Coffee and Cake Sale 

Sunday Mornings 



will be on Saturday 3rd February with the Table Sale. 

10.05am. Prayer Group in Side Classroom. All welcome. Please give prayer requests to Mavis Wilson. 

Family News - We should continue to remember in our prayers Haydn Poulten, Angela and Tony Davis. 

Best birthday wishes to our young people with birthdays in February: 

11th Samantha Denyer 

Prayer Calendar 10th February 

Lucy & Chris Reynolds Lila & Roly Fitch 

17th February 

Gill Brooks 
Maureen Duncombe Kathy Shaw 

Welcome



19th Jennifer Roberts 

24th February 

Chris & Arthur Beadle Suzanne Foster & Mike Dot Holt 

We extend a very warm welcome to our new members Judith and John and to Penny our newly ordained Elder. We pray that God will bless you and use you mightily as you seek to continue to follow him and serve him in our fellowship here in Bexley, 

Church Events - For your diary 

Saturday 3rd February 9.30am to 12.30pm Table Sale 

Saturday 9th February 7.30pm Carol-Ann Wells & her young friends £7.00 


Sunday 24th February 
3.00pm Concert - Dave Johns musical entertainer 

Please support as many events as you can this year not only will you be made welcome you will enjoy yourself and meet new people. You will also be helping the church to raise funds to build a closer relationship with people in Bexley so that they too can enjoy the facilities we are able to offer and find a welcome and friendship. 

BADMINTON GROUP 

Monday Evening 7.30pm   In Church Hall 

Please come along, a very warm welcome awaits you 

Further Information: 



- 07931 575950 (evenings only please) 

Churches Together in Old Bexley - Dates for 2013 

Lent Course 2013 

Will be held on Tuesday mornings at Baldwyns Park Baptist Church, 10 for 10.30am, and Thursday evenings at the URC Hurst Road, 7 for 7.30pm. 

Tuesday dates: 

Thursday dates: 



19 & 26 February, 5, 12, 19 March 21 & 28 February, 7, 14,21 March 

We are going to be following Paula Gooder's "Lentwise" book (exploring five spiritual essentials for real life ego how do we know where we should be going on life's journey / what nourishes me / where do I find true security / where do I find refreshment / where do I get insights about my everyday life). Each week will be led / facilitated by a different member of the clergy from our Churches Together group. 

It is recommended that each participant has a copy of the book, which costs £4.99 (no dissimilar in price to the York Course book used in the past). There is a list at the back of the church for those who are interested or planning to attend the course to sign up for a copy. 

If we make a bulk order, Church House Publishing are able to get these to us within 2 days of ordering them, but it would be good if folk had them several days prior to the first meeting so they can read the suggested introductory material. 

Friday 29th March 



Good Friday - Stations of the Cross - 

St Mary’s Church at 12 noon at which the Bishop of Rochester will preside. Followed by a frugal lunch. 

BEXLEY URC CHURCH HALL 

First Saturday each month 10.00am-11.15am 

In Church Hall 

COFFEE AND HOME MADE CAKES 

A warm welcome awaits you 

Garden Snippets 13 



Drop in and see us 

Writing about the garden when there is snow on the ground always seems strange, but this looks like being a brief spell of cold weather, unlike the memorable winter of 1962-63. So let's look forward with confidence to spnng. 

Golden daffs 

We have a glorious mixture of various daffodils and narcissus in our Church garden, including the dainty little Tete-a-tete, but last autumn I decided to plant two clumps of a daffodil called Rynveld's Early Sensation to give some early colour. 

One clump is just outside the door to the church, and the other by the porch of the Hall. Even before the recent snow fell, flower buds were showing, so once the snow has cleared it won't be long before they will be in flower. It will be lovely to get some early colour in the garden. 

It might interest you to know that there are some 27 different species of narcissus, spread around the Mediterranean (but with the most in Spain), varying in height, colour and season of flowering. 

One favourite of mine is a narcissus called Paper White (Narcissus papyraceus) which I have seen growing wild in the Algarve in Portugal, and a lovely drift in full bloom near the Upper Gallery in Gibraltar, on both occasions in January. The clump in my garden opened its fust flowers in January this year, but in the past in a mild winter I have had flowers as early as the end of November. But it does need the most sheltered spot you can give it. If you should decide to try it, get the variety called Ziva. This is better than the pure species, with larger 

flowers and an equally good scent. 

Another good variety to try growing which requires the same conditions is Soleil d'Or, but this is not quite as early. It has golden petals and organe cups, and like Paper White is a bunch flowered narcissus. It too has a good scent. 

Powder puff blue 

And also February flowering is this plant, it too being by the Church door. It's called Hepatica x media and is a hybrid between two European species. Its English name is Liverwort, and I'll write about it next month. 

David Nicolle 

BEXLEY URC CHURCH HALL & RUXLEY ROOM 

Junction Bexley High Street and Hurst Road 

Available for Weddings, Dances, Socials and Private Parties. 

Facilities include a Stage and a Fitted Kitchen. Reasonable rates include Heating and Lighting. 

Inquiries to: Mrs Poulten 



Tel: 01322521649 
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Creche and Junior Sunday School Rota 

Please change with someone If you cannot attend on the date allocate Junior Church and Creche/ 

Younger Church Rota
Parade - no creche rota 
Geoff and Essie 
Joyce and Jill 

Ann and Barbara 

I 

Thursdays

5. 15pm-6.30pm Beavers (Swallows) 6.45pm-S.15pm Cubs (Swallows) 

Uniformed Organisations 


Scout Group, Guides and Brownies - Meeting in 
Church Hall 

Mondays 4.20pm-5.20pm Rainbows 6.00pm-7.15pm Brownies 
After 8pm Ranger Guides 

Wednesday 7.30pm-9.00pm Guides 

Meeting in Scout Hut/Boys & Girls Hall 


Mondays 
Fridays 

6.00pm-700pm Beavers (Amazons) 
7.30pm-9.15pm Scouts 7.00pm-8.30pm Cubs (Amazons) 

The youngsters will be joining us for the following services: 

3rd February 2013 3rd March 

6th October 

10th November 8th December 

CarPark



Renewal of Promises Easter Egg Service Harvest Remembrance 

Toy Service (Love in the Box) 

On Sunday mornings there are no parking restrictions in Hurst Road. It is appreciated that there are those who need to be in the car park because they are bringing various things into church and/or Sunday school. However it would be appreciated if other people would park in Hurst Road. Please show consideration and arrive with time to spare to walk the extra few yards. 

Recycle!! 



Recycle!! 



Recycle!! Recycle!! 

We have plenty of envelopes on the window ledge in side classroom for recycling your printer cartridges and mobile phones. 

The money from the recycling of your old printer cartridges and mobile phones goes to the Greenwich and Bexley Hospice and you will be aware of the wonderful work they do for the local community, so please support our local Hospice in this way. All you have to do is put your used printer cartridge in the envelope, seal it and pop it in the post. 
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Thank you Sso much For supportlng
The Children’s Society C

Your Christingle raised a total of:

With your dedication and generosity we can
provide practical and emotional support to
thousands of vulnerable children and young
people across the country. Thank you.

For more information about our work or others ways
you can support us, call our Supporter Care team on:
300 3 ) or visit www.childrenssociety.orqg.uk

Charity Registration No. 221124 | Photograph modelled for The Children’s Society | © Larry Bray | 7968/10/12

A better childhood. For every child.





www.christingle.org 
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We pray for those who are thirsty because they are denied access to clean water and those who are thirsty for living water, for the right to live. We are committed life. 

Action: Fill up a glass of water from your tap. As you do so give thanks that you have such a precious life-giving commodity at your fingertips. Sit with your glass of water. Smell it, taste it, dip your fingers in it. Really look at it in detail. Clean, still, fresh and revitalising. You couldn't live without it. Pray for those without access to this basic human right. 
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One step won't get you very far ​You've got to keep on walking. 

One word won't tell folks who you are- You've got to keep on talking. 

One foot won't make you very tall​You've got to keep on growing. 

One trip to church won't tell you all​You've got to keep on going. 

Anon 

(Taken from 1982 Friendship Book by Francis Gay) 

