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Letter from a Non-Serving Elder 

What do you expect from a Minister? 

The Reverend Jennifer Millington, Minister of St John's Church, Orpington and Convenor of Southern Synod Ministries Committee, delivered a talk to the Synod recently in which she reflected on some of the changes in the ministry since she was ordained twenty eight years ago. The content of her talk comes at the right time for both congregations in our pastorate as we seek a new Minister. Perhaps what we expect from a Minister is unrealistic in the current climate. 

The Reverend Millington wrote in her address 

Nowadays ministry is far more often the second or third profession. It is not reckoned as a serious career path for a bright young person. It is something you do after you have gained some "proper" professional qualifications and done a "proper" job. 

Now, as we go out and about in the places where we live, there will be a lot of people who will have no idea what we stand for; what we are here for. It is no longer enough for us to be good shepherds. We are also expected to be expert fishermen". ( I interpret this as expecting the Minister to be responsible for building the congregation). 

Later she reflected 

Thirty years ago Ministers were still respected in the local community, even by people who did not go to church. We would arouse criticism if we did not show an interest in local schools and pre-schools. Now we are regarded with a certain level of suspicion. We have to justify our existence and every word we say. 

The Scoping Committee who are responsible for assessing Minister appointments, posed the following question to Bexley URC Elders: 

"What do you think you are here for and why do you need a Minister to enable you to do it? 

This is a difficult question to answer adequately, but the Elders answered as best 

they could without time to really consider their response. 

In her address the Reverend Millington added 

I often feel that congregations expect too much of a minister. There can be an attitude that because the minister is the paid person he/she will end up doing all the jobs that no one else in the congregation is able or willing to do. The primary role of a Minister is spiritual and pastoral leadership. 

The Reverend Millington's thoughts, while personal to her, should give us pause for thought about what we expect from a Minister, particularly when he/ she will have to divide time between Bexley and Geddes Place. The days are gone when we may also expect the Minister's partner to be fully engaged in the ministry, as more likely than not he/she may have a full-time job. 

We have to be aware that times have changed, and that what may have been the state of things in the past does not apply today. So what do the comments by the Reverend Millington, and the thoughts of the Elders and church members mean for Bexley ORC? I offer the following: 


1. 
The role of the Minister has changed. As a church we should carefully 

consider the question posed by the Scoping Committee. 

What do you think you are here for and why do you need a Minister to enable you to do it? 

2. We may now have to think of the ministry of Bexley ORC more in relation to community outreach, and not judge the success of such ministry in the number of people who worship each Sunday. 


3. 
We must be open to change. We must celebrate the past ministries of our 

church, but accept that things are different in the present climate. 


4. 
Finally, we must pursue the vision that we have for our church through 

prayer, discussion and reflection. 

John Johnstone 

Message from the Treasurer 

If you pay Income Tax this church is able to reclaim this on any gift/donation made to the church. There are Gift Aid envelopes at the back of the church or if you prefer to make a regular contribution it is just a matter of completing a declaration form available from Peter Roberts, our Treasurer. Thank you for helping us in this way. 

*Donations to the communion fund may be made in the box at the back of the church. Communion takes place on the third Sunday morning. 

	Services for December 2012 
	
	

	Sunday 2nd December 
	10.30am 
	Rev. Raymond Singh 

	
	
	
	
	(Church Meeting) 

	Sunday 9th December 
	10.30am 
	Adam Early 

	
	
	
	
	- ParadelLove in a Box 

	Sunday 16th December 
	10.30am 
	Eileen Lawlor 

	
	
	
	
	- Holy Communion 

	Sunday 23rd December 
	10.30am 
	Valerie Loader 

	
	
	
	5.00pm 
	Carol Service 

	Monday 24th December 
	3.00pm 
	Christingle Service 

	Tuesday 25th December 
	10.30am 
	Rev. Edward Young 

	Sunday 30th December 
	10.30am 
	John Twidale 

	Duty Elder 
	
	
	
	

	December 
	2nd 
	David 
	23rd 
	Ann 

	
	9th 
	Kathy 
	25th 
	

	
	16th 
	Mavis 
	30th 
	David 

	Flowers 
	
	
	
	

	December 
	2nd 
	Lila 
	23rd 
	Christmas 

	
	9th 
	Suzanne 
	30th 
	Christmas 

	
	16th 
	Christmas 
	
	

	Pause for Thought 
	
	

	December 
	2nd 
	Pat T. 
	23rd 
	Kathy S 

	
	9th 
	Parade 
	30th 
	Suzanne 

	
	16th 
	KathleenA. 
	
	

	Elders Meetings 
	
	Church Meetings 

	4 th December 
	
	2nd December 

	8th January 2013 
	
	
	


"Geoff's Quotes" 

You cannot choose your calling. Your calling chooses you. You have been blessed with special skills that are yours alone. Use them, whatever they may be, and forget about wearing another's hat. A talented chariot driver can win gold and renown with his skills. Let him pick figs and he would starve. OgMandino 

Activities of the Church 


Every Monday
10am to 11.00am in the hall. Gentle exercises 

for the over 50s. Numbers limited, names required. 

2.00pm - 4.00pm Cream Teas, tea and biscuits, toasted teacakes and a chat with friends every Monday afternoon in the back of the church. 


Every Monday evening
 from 7.30pm onwards Badminton Club 

meets in the Church Hall. 


2nd Tuesday of the month
 Tea Dance at the Church Hall - the 

next dance is on 11th December at 

2.15pm - 4.15pm. Do come along and enjoy yourself. You do not have to have a partner, you do not have to dance, just come and enjoy the music, the company and the tea. All Welcome. 

Every Wednesday Morning   "Meeting Place" 10.00am at St. John Fisher. 

Open for coffees and lunches. This is a United Churches event. 

Every Thursday 

Craft Afternoon 

Every Friday 

4th Friday each Month 

1st Saturday each Month 

Sunday Mornings 




10.00am to 11.00am in the Hall. Gentle 

exercises for the over 50s. 

The Craft and Friendship Group of ladies takes place on the third Thursday of each month at Mavis' house - next meeting Thursday 20th December at 2.00pm 

10am-12.30pm Coffee Bar in the Ruxley Room. 

Craft Group held at Geddes Place - next meetings are Friday 23rd November 7.30pm​9.30pm. A warm welcome awaits you. 

10.00am Coffee and cakes sale in the Church Hall. Next Coffee and Cake Sale will be on Saturday 1st December. 

10.05am. Prayer Group in Side Classroom. All welcome. Please give prayer requests to Mavis Wilson or Diana Rose. 

Family News - We should continue to remember in our prayers Haydn Poulten, Margot Nicholls, Angela and Tony Davis, Edward and Essie Boateng. 

Prayer Calendar 2nd December Sandy Lewis Helen Clark 

David & Pam Nicolle 

9th December 

Pat & Keith Thomson Patricia & Peter Linder Dot Holt 



16th December Geoff & Hazel Birch Linda & Ricky Wells 

23rd December Pang Family 

Haydn & Sylvia Poulten 

Church Events - For your diary 

Saturday 1st  December 7.00pm Beetle Drive £7.00 Sunday 16th December 3.00pm Concert - Steve Erikson 

Please support as many events as you can this year not only will you be made welcome you will enjoy yourself and meet new people. You will also be helping the church to raise funds to build a closer relationship with people in Bexley so that they too can enjoy the facilities we are able to offer and find a welcome and friendship. 

BADMINTON GROUP 

Monday Evening 7.30pm In Church Hall 

Please come along, a very warm welcome awaits you 

Further Information: 



- 07931 575950 (evenings only please) 

Churches Together in Old Bexley 

Wednesday 12th December 
6pm - 7pm Carol Singing outside Bexley 

Station 

Sunday 23rd December 
3pm Civic Carol Concert St. John the 

Evangelist, Parkhill Road 

Churches Together in Old Bexley - Dates for 2013 

Sunday 20th January United Service at 3pm at 8t Mary's Church for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


Friday 29th March 
Good Friday - Stations of the Cross - 

St Mary's Church at 12 noon at which the Bishop of Rochester will preside. Followed by a frugal lunch 

Lent Course 2013 

will be held on Tuesday mornings at Baldwyns Park Baptist Church, 10 for 10:30am, and Thursday evenings at the URC Hurst Road, 7 for 7:30pm. 

Tuesday dates: 

Thursday dates: 



19 & 26 Feb, 5, 12, 19 March 21 & 28 Feb, 7, 14,21 March. 

Topic/Theme to be advised. 

BEXLEY URC CHURCH HALL 

First Saturday each month 10.00am-11.15am 

In Church Hall 

COFFEE AND HOME MADE CAKES 

A warm welcome awaits you 

Why Do I come to Church? 



Drop in and see us 

To meet with Jesus Christ through worship, to catch up with friends, and being able to attend the service sets me up for the coming week. 

Kathleen 

To give me a spiritual and uplifting start to my week. To worship God and to sing which I enjoy. I like the social contact with other people especially the wider community and have made quite a few friends. I particularly like the Monday Afternoon Teas, we usually have lots of laughs. We share life's experiences, good and bad, and put matters into perspective. We all benefit from this and it is a wonderful outreach for the Church. 

Janet 

For me I really need to come, it gives me peace of mind,. and mixing with friends, who share the same beliefs this I enjoy doing. 

Angela 

3. To worship the Lord. 

4. To give thanks for the gift of life and for peace in this very troubled world of ours. 

5. To enjoy the companionship and caring community which I have found within the United Reformed Church. 

Christine 

To be still and quiet and receive God's peace. 

To hear different interpretations of the bible. 

To give thanks for blessings of the previous week. 

BEXLEY URC CHURCH HALL & RUXLEY ROOM 

Junction Bexley High Street and Hurst R6ad 

Available for Weddings, Dances, Socials and Private Parties. 

Facilities include a Stage and a Fitted Kitchen. Reasonable rates include Heating and Lighting. 

Car Park 



Inquiries  to : Mrs Poulten 



Tel: 01322 521649 

On Sunday mornings there are no parking restrictions in Hurst Road. It is appreciated that there are those who need to be in the car park because they are bringing various things into church and/or Sunday school. However it would be appreciated if {)tner people would park in Hurst Road. Please -show consideration and arrive with time to spare to walk the extra few yards. 

Recycle!! 
We have plenty of envelopes on the window ledge in side classroom for recycling your printer cartridges and mobile phones. 

The money from the recycling of your old printer cartridges and mobile phones goes to the Greenwich and Bexley Hospice and you will be aware of the wonderful work they do for the local community, so please support our local Hospice in this way. All you have to do is put your used printer cartridge in the envelope, seal it and pop it in the post. 

Garden Snippets 11 

Plants for Christmas 

The holly and the ivy - together with mistletoe - are probably the three native plants most people would associate with this time of the year. 

There is, of course, the Christmas Tree itself, but as this is a foreigner from Norway it doesn't count! 

So I thought it might be a nice idea to write about one a year, starting with Holly. 

The Holly 

There is only one wild species of Holly in the UK, but three in Europe and some 400 species in the world at large, though most people, including many botanists, would be hard pressed to recognize them as such! Our species is flex aquifolium, and is very variable, having produced many varieties which grace our gardens. 

But the wild species itself was much valued in the past. No doubt the druids had a use for it, and it was long considered to be a protection against witchcraft and evil in general. Christianity had no difficulty in absorbing it, as in the one plant there was both the Crown of Thorns and the drops of blood. 

Usefulness included its valuable wood which is hard and heavy, and was much used for turning, carving and inlaid work. Being evergreen it was a source of fodder for sheep and other farm animals, especially in the winter when there was not much else to graze. It was frequently pollarded for this purpose. 

This may sound surprising, but not only can sheep and cows manage such prickly material, but have a strong preference to forage the foliage of most trees and shrubs. The most observant will have noticed this in the countryside and in parkland, where the trees are grazed in a straight line - that is as far as the animals can reach. 

In the garden 

Holly plants can be either female - producing berries - or males, which don't, but are necessary for fertilization. Very rarely forms are found which are hermaphrodite and can do both. So if you want berries make sure the plant you choose is capable of doing this, and if needed that there is a male nearby. Most forms will produce red berries, but there are yellow fruited varieties in existence. 

December 2nd 9th 
16th 
23rd 

Of almost equal importance are the leaves. Most forms have very prickly leaves. Whilst the holly is evergreen the leaves do not last for ever, and, like all evergreens, will shed leaves after they are 2-3 years old. If prickly they will be a real nuisance to the gardener when gathering up the autumn leaves or even when weeding in the spring and summer. So choose a variety which is more or less spine free. 

Golden King 

This is the variety I chose for our garden. When this variety was produced the bold golden splashed-leaves and lack of spines made it stand out as a desirable form. So it was quickly propagated, given an appealing name and place on the market. It was some years before any plants of Golden King grew big enough to flower - and then it produced red berries .... .it was female! But it was too late to change the name. Likewise the variety Silver Queen is male…no berries. 

Our plant of Golden King is next to the large hazel by the road in the main garden. It will be slow to grow and produce berries, but in time, with it golden leaves, will be a thing of beauty for many decades to come. 

David Nicolle 
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Creche and Junior Sunday School Rota 

Please change with someone If you cannot attend on the date allocate Junior Church and Creche 

Younger Church Rota 

Jean and Philip 

Love in the Box Parade Service - no rota
 Barbara/ Ann/Kathy (Christingle Rehearsals) 
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December 

Generous God, We look back over the years and give thanks: 

for those who have given faithfully year after year for those who have campaigned fearlessly for justice 

for those who have administered resources honestly and ensured they have gone to those in greatest need. 

We look back over the years and give thanks: 

for women who have lifted themselves and their families out of poverty 

for children given the chance of education for young people who have found new meaning in life 

for farmers who have learnt new skills for traders whose businesses have been strengthened. 

Generous God, 

We look forward into the future. We do not know what lies ahead; 

we are afraid of the damage that may be done by climate change 

or the effects of war or politics or finance But we trust you. 

We know that this is your world for which you gave your Son 

and you enfold it in your everlasting arms. 

©Helen Lidgett: Convenor of Commitment for Life

          Reference group 2009

8. [image: image9.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



Christmas Song 

Sing a song of Christmas
A pocket full of love,

A song of trees and fairy lights And one bright star above. 

A song of joy and hopefulness To lighten ev'ry heart, 

To bring us all much closer, Tho' we are miles apart. 

Sing a song of Christmas
Of frankincense and gold, 
And of the greatest story 
That we were ever told.

It is the greatest message, Enduring time and tears, 
That we must love each other Thro' the everlasting years. 

Iris Hesselden (Taken from 1997 Friendship Book of Francis Gay) 

